
Local Plan Review - Introduction
Taking the plan to 2036



Role and status of the Local Plan

• To the extent that development plan policies 
are material to an application for planning 
permission the decision must be taken in 
accordance with the development plan unless 
there are material considerations that indicate 
otherwise

• The National Planning Policy Framework 
stresses the importance of having a planning 
system that is genuinely plan-led. 

• Where a proposal accords with an up-to-date 
development plan it should be approved 
without delay



Current Local Plan

• Plans adopted between June 2011 and March 2015

• Replaced the 1997 Bristol Local Plan providing up to date 
coverage

• Set a direction to 2026; spatial strategy

• Aspires to 30,600 new homes by 2026 – 17,886 had been built 
to  April 2016 

• Allocates land to provide more than 8,000 new homes

• 115 policies guide development:

• Approach to new homes

• Sustainable design and construction

• High quality urban design

• Green infrastructure

• Centre and retailing

• Economy and employment



• Spatial strategy

• Homes target

• Sustainable design and 
construction policies





• Development management 
policies

• Policy designations
• Site allocations



• Development management 
policies for the city centre

• Policy designations
• Place and site allocations



Drivers of the review



• National Planning Policy 
Framework

• Published in 2012 after the 
adoption of the Core Strategy

• Existing Local Plan mainly 
consistent with NPPF but 
there are new policies that 
the Bristol Local Plan could 
incorporate 



• Adopted June 2011 – plan 
period to 2026

• Interim review date 2016; 
major review at 2021

• Provision of homes - within 5 
years of adoption review the 
evidence and consider the 
appropriate response in 
consultation with other local 
authorities.



• Plan for the West of 
England to 2036

• Will result in a new 
housing requirement for 
the city



• Bristol City Council Corporate 
Strategy 2017 - 2022

• Revise the Local Plan to meet 
housing, education and 
employment needs across the 
city

• Contains objectives to which a 
revised Local Plan can 
contribute



• Updated policies to 
implement Joint 
Spatial Plan and 
Corporate Strategy

• New site allocations

• New and revised 
policy designations

• Policies reflecting 
Joint Local Transport 
Plan and Bristol 
Transport Plan

New 
Bristol Local Plan

to  2036

Topics for the Review



Consultation and stakeholder engagement

• Programme of consultation – 10 weeks 





Call for sites

Sustainability appraisal scoping report

• 3rd March – until 21st April – but remains open 
for site submissions

• Consultation with statutory bodies – 5 weeks 



Other issues for the review



Key policy areas in review
Update and compliance with NPPF

Housing delivery - Urban capacity for 
new homes and Affordable Housing 
Student and specialist 
accommodation
Employment land review
Site Allocations
Parking and transport
Air Quality
Local Green Space,  open space, 
food systems
Sustainable design and standards
Renewable Energy

Bristol Local Plan

Local Plan Review 
– taking the Plan forward 
2016 - 2036
• Core Strategy
• Site Allocations                          

and DM policies
• Central Area Local Plan

Planning at the City level 
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Joint Spatial Plan Local Plan Review
Nov 2017 PUBLICATION* Nov 2017

Dec 2017 INITIAL CONSULTATION* Jan 2018

Apr 2018 Submit to Secretary of State Apr 2018

July 2018 Examination hearings
(Hearings and any modifications)**

July 2018

Sept 2018 PUBLICATION** Sept 2018

Dec 2018 ADOPTION Submission Dec 2018

Mar 2019 Examination hearings March 2019

Spring/Summer 
2019

Inspector’s Report Spring/summer
2019

Autumn 2019 ADOPTION Autumn 2019

3.  Programme


