M
INUTE of the meeting of Bristol City Planning Department and Bristol Neighbourhood Planning Network

Thursday the 19th April 2012 - (5.30 – 7.00 p.m.) at Brunel House.
Present

	Bristol City Council (BCC)

Zoe Willcox

Gary Collins 

Simon Fletcher

Alison Straw 
	Service Director Planning & Sustainable Development 

Service Manager Development Services

Planning Policy Housing team

DM Inner Area Team Manger


Bristol Neighbourhood Planning Network 

	Name
	Group


	Alison Bromilow (Chair)
	Redland & Cotham Amenities Society

	Maggie Shapland
	Clifton and Hotwells Improvements Society

	Richard Curtis
	Planning Solutions

	Sue Flint
	Lockleaze Voice NDF

	Matthew Cheney
	UWE / Carriageworks Stakeholder group

	Jill Kempshall
	Sustainable Westbury on Trym

	Clare Wilks
	Westbury Park Community Association

	Susan Carter
	Ramblers Association

	Nigel Tibbs
	The  Bishopston Society

	Andy King
	SPU / Portland and Brunswick Sq

	Alan Morris
	Bristol Civic Society

	Cllr Patrick Hassell
	Greater Fishponds 

	Ken Jones
	C.I.P Knowle West

	Wendy Pollard
	Richmond Terrace Residents Association


1. 
Implementation of Mixed and Balanced Communities   (Housing mix)

Presentation by Simon Fletcher BCC

Introduction:

There would be a Supplementary Planning Document SPD on Housing as part of the Local Development Framework. 

Officers are still working up ideas which would inform SPD.

Currently there are informal practice notes on how to implement the housing policies in the Core Strategy which will be superseded by SPD.

Slide 1:  The presentation slides set out the current policy background and evidence.

Slide 2: The recent National Planning Policy Framework has not changed the core guidance.

Slide 3: BDF Core Policies cover Affordable housing BCS 17 and Type of Housing BCS 18.

Slide 4: The policy principle for Affordable Housing provision is that developments of 15 units and above should contribute towards Affordable housing. Target contributions set to 30% or 40% by area.

Slide 5: SHMA Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2009 housing need requirements

Slide 5: viability testing was carried out by consultants to set levels of affordable housing

Slide 6: issues to allow officer to assess what is reasonable to ask for in the way of mix of housing types

Slide 7: all developments to contribute to the mix of housing in the area

Slide 8: The evidence for these policies is presented in the Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2009 and the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (all available from BCC Local Development Framework webpage)

Slide 9: Evidence of the large number of flats supplied since 2001

Slide 10: Evidence of the high numbers of small units since 2006

Slide 11: Evidence of the loss of family housing since 2001

Slide 12: Evidence of the concentration of Housing in Multiple Occupancy by area 

Slide 13: Evidence aging of population

Slide 14: Evidence of increase in population with disabilities

Slide 15: Broad Objectives of Housing Mix

Slide 16: How the housing mix could be implemented

Slide 17: Development Management policies (emerging) 

DM1 sub-divisions, shared and specialist housing

Slide 18: DM2 Affordable housing provision  / DM3 Wheelchair Accessible Housing

Slide 19: HE3 Family Sized Housing / HE4 Student Housing

2: Presentation: Enforcement Gary Collins.

7 out of 36 Development Management officers are engaged in Enforcement. 

The team was one short last year, because officer was on secondment to parks department, but is now back up to full strength.

There is one team manager, 4 officers doing re-active work and 2 Pro-active work.

The team is focussing on monitoring developments at an earlier stage of construction rather than waiting for complaints from the community to avoid developments getting too far advanced before enforcement action is taken. 

The team is working with Building Regulations team officers to ensure they are aware of start on site dates.

Enforcement is discretionary so there is no national measurement criteria set. 

BCC enforcement approach is to seek to negotiate and, if this is not successful, to serve notice.

Last year, proactive enforcement work was carried out to gather evidence to provide guidance on the difference between, and how to measure, A1 and A3 use classes 

	A1
	 SHOPS

Use for all or any of the following purposes:

a.     for the retail sale of goods other than hot food,

d.     for the sale of sandwiches or other cold food for consumption off the premises,



	A3
	 RESTAURANTS & CAFES

A restaurant whose trade is primarily in-house dining but which has ancillary bar use will be in Class A3. Where the pub or bar activity is a minor component of the business and will not affect environmental amenity, it will treated as ancillary to the primary (restaurant) use of the premises. Such matters will be decided on the basis of fact and degree in each case.



This year, a citywide campaign to identify and deal with sites, which are causing harm to the amenity of the neighbourhood through s215 Notice 

See link 

