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	Chair- Alison Bromilow
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	Apologies

	23/10
	The 21st Century Planning Inspectorate: How you can work with us. 

Mike Harris, Planning Officer, Planning Inspectorate

The Planning Inspectorate (PINS) and South West Planning Aid wish to raise the profile of planning to help and encourage the public to engage with the system.  PINS is an Independent agency administered by the Department for Communities and Local Government.  It is at arms length to the Government.

What does PINS do?

Appeals - planning and enforcement work.  The public encounters PINS most frequently as an appellant or when they make third party comments.

Planning examinations - PINS is responsible for planning policy documents.  These can be Regional Spatial Strategies and local development frameworks for example Bristol’s Core Strategy.  Regional Bodies and local planning authorities prepare these plans.  They outline the development required and locations for it for a 15-20 year period.

Other casework – such as large developments e.g. Heathrow Terminal 5 and Everton Football Club’s new stadium.  The Infrastructure Planning Commission will soon be responsible for this work – local examples will be Hinckley Point and Oldbury power stations.  (The December 2009 minute contained a description of the purpose and process of the IPC).

Householder Appeals Service (HAS) - is designed to speed up the time taken to appeal against a refusal of a householder development proposal for example, a small extension.  The appellant must file the appeal within 12 weeks of the refusal.  PINS aims to decide the appeal within 8 weeks.  The local planning authority must notify the occupiers of any property that it considers a planning application will affect.  The planning inspector can only hear a neighbour object if the objector responded to the original planning application.  Objections must be made to the local planning authority when the original planning application was made.  

Mode of appeal
The appeal can be dealt with on paper, or at an informal meeting between the parties, which can be on site, or at an oral hearing when the appellant, the local planning authority any objectors, give evidence.  Although PINS will ask how each party wishes the appeal determined, PINS now decides the procedure, even if it differs from the parties’ choice. 

How can you work with us?

To resolve appeals PINS encourages the appellants the local planning authority and any neighbours to discuss the merits of the planning proposal to resolve the appeal without a formal decision.  An appeal decision by an Inspector is the last resort.  

Appellants must submit their statement and all supporting evidence and documents with the appeal form.  The appeal form contains a checklist.  30% of appeals are incomplete on submission.  The Inspector will not allow a party to submit new evidence late in the process.  Neighbours cannot make a new statement in the appeal; they must rely on the original response to the planning application.  

Neighbours must know understand the planning policy presented by the appellant and local planning authority. The Inspector will only listen to a discussion of the planning issues involved.  Respond to invitations to comment, particularly in householder cases.

Contact PINS

Customer Services Team – 0117 372 6372

The Planning Inspectorate Registry/Scanning, Room 3/05 Kite Wing Temple Quay House, 2 The Square Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN 

enquiries@planning-inspectorate.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.planning-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/pins/index.htm" \t "_parent" inspectorate.gov.uk/pins/index.htm
http://www.pcs.planningportal.gov.uk/pcsportal/cases

 HYPERLINK "http://www.pcs.planningportal.gov.uk/pcsportal/casesearch.asp" \t "_parent" earch.asp

	01/08
	Neighbourhood Area Plans and Preparing for the Site Allocations and Development Management Development Plan Document consultation:
Information and discussion lead by Sarah O'Driscoll and Alison Bromilow

The next stage of the Local Development Framework will be the production of the Site Allocations and Development Management DPD - (SAD).  The DPD will identify land suitable for new houses and employment use.  It will contain Development Management policies.  

In late 2008, the Council conducted the “Call for Sites” public consultation.  Because of the size of the public’s response, the Council has taken longer to assess the information that it received, than it had anticipated.  The Council cannot publish information about potentially controversial development sites in the period before a general election.  The Council plans to publish the SADPD consultation together with the results of the “Call for Sites” consultation, in June.

Recently, the Council has set up Neighbourhood Partnerships to help it to devolve the delivery of its services to a local level.  Bristol has fourteen Neighbourhood Partnerships; 7 NPs will cover 2 wards, 7 will cover 3 wards. The Council proposes that the Neighbourhood Partnerships’ consist of their councillors, representatives of the representative bodies in the Partnership’s area.  Council officers will serve each Neighbourhood Partnership.  

In the delay before the publication of the SADPD in June, planning officers will visit each of the Neighbourhood Partnerships.  The speakers will explain what the Council has learned from the “Call for Sites” public consultation and what it hopes to gain from the public’s response to the SADPD consultation.  The Council hopes to learn more about local problems and hopes that the Neighbourhood Partnership will produce local solutions to local problems.

All of the Neighbourhood Partnership will receive a letter to tell them about the presentation that the Planning Department intentions.  The Council and the BNPN have agreed that the BNPN’s administrators will visit each Neighbourhood Partnership to explain how the members should organise themselves and how best to benefit from the Council’s initiative. 

	24/10
	Brunel House reception closure/ use of appointment system, 

Julie Seaton - Outer Area Planning Service Manager

Last October, the Council shut the Brunel House reception area to casual callers.  Now, the public must view planning files by appointment.  The call-in service used to disappoint visitors because archived documents were not stored at Brunel House.  Visitors had to return later.

Customerservicesptsd@Bristol.Gov.Uk is the email contact for an appointment to see a planning file or telephone 0117 922 3025 (technical administration) to make an appointment and to make sure that the documents that you want are available.  There won’t be a queue.  The Council want to improve the service and welcomes all feedback whether complaint of compliment.
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