INUTE of the meeting of Bristol City Planning Department and Bristol Neighbourhood Planning Network

M

Wednesday the 16th September 2009 (5.30 – 7.30 p.m.) at Brunel House.
 PRESENT

BCC 

	Zoë Willcox: Planning Service Director
	Andy Gibbins: Manager, Urban Design

	Sarah O'Driscoll: Manager, Strategic Policy
	


NPN

	Alan Morris -Bristol Civic Society (BCS)
	Paul Derrington -Highbury Residents Association

	Maggie Shapland -Clifton and Hotwells IS
	Wendy Pollard -Richmond Terrace Residents Assoc

	Heather Leeson -BCS
	Helen Pillinger -Horfield Rose

	Stephen Barrett - Horfield Rose
	Fiona Deas - Dorian Close Residents

	Sue Flint - Lockleaze Voice
	Audrey Lennox - BCS

	Steve Pearce - Brislington CP
	Alison Bromilow - RC AS and NPN Admin (CHAIR)

	Ken Jones - Knowle West Residents Planning Group
	David Farnsworth – BCS and NPN Admin (NOTES )

	Keith Hallett - Redcliffe Futures Group
	Nigel Tibbs -Bishopston Society

	David Parkes -HOWZAT Glos CC
	Raymond Pepworth -Friends of Old Quarry Park, and LOLA

	Alison Orton -HOWZAT
	Stephen Wickham –BCS and TfGB

	John Roberts -Save Seamills Garden Suburb
	Shankari Raj -Easton & Lawrence Hill Planning Group


Apologies from 
	Hamilton Caswell -Christmas Steps Arts Quarter
	John Frenkel -Kingsdown Conservation Group

	John Payne -Bristol Civic Society 
	Susan Carter -Ramblers Association


	1/08
	CORE STRATEGY Sarah O’Driscoll described progress. LDF System nationally performing slower than expected by Central Government. Bristol still slightly ahead of authorities in the Sub-region. Next involvement meeting on 23rd September (Broadmead Baptist Church at 17.30) to consider draft final document. 

Final document to full Council on 10 November 2009. Published for public comment on fitness for purpose (known as soundness) during November 2009 to January 2010. Soundness is measured in specific ways (see Government Planning Policy Statement 12) Generally the strategy has to be –‘Justified’ (robust and credible evidence, most appropriate strategy), ‘effective’ (deliverable, flexible, able to be monitored), consistent with National Policy (PPS 12)

having taken into account :

reliable factual evidence, 

the views of the  community ( residents and businesses), 

the best reasonable option against reasonable alternatives

the best  reasonable option against sustainability criteria

the deliverability of the content

need to be flexible to unknowns and to change

Submission to Secretary of State February/March 2010. Public Examination in front of Planning Inspector: estimated May/June/July 2010. Adoption by the Local Planning Authority estimated end of 2010.

Community comment: Since cities generally fall into a limited number of types (maritime, industrial and so on) why cannot the Government produce a set number of Strategies for local tweaking. Would not this be quicker and save resources? 

LPA response: Strategies have to be worked through for each Local Planning Authority area and fit local circumstances. This is inevitably time consuming.



	15/09
	REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY [RSS]

There have been delays, partly due to legal challenge in other Regions. A re-run of a sustainability test may have to be carried out on the Government’s proposed amendments, then a new consultation period and a new opportunity to challenge. Unlikely that the South West Region RSS published before 2010.

(Requirement for Sustainability Appraisl of the Preferred Changes now confirmed, Decision on action required to address the findings of the SA will be made by CLG following receipt of SA early in the new year.)

Community comment: If RSS published after the Core Strategy is submitted to S of S, would this not be a problem? 

LPA response: SOS Requires Core Strategy to be flexible to change and capable of accommodating a range of outcomes, and is encouraging Locval Authorities to continue preparation and submission to timetable and without RSS..



	16/09
	SITE ALLOCATIONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT

Sarah O’Driscoll described the work planning officers had been doing in recording, visiting and assessing 600 sites. This will result in development options for many sites being put out to community involvement over the 3 months of January, February and March 2010.

A Publication version of the Site Allocation DPD will be ready by September 2010. A submission to the S of S in December 2010 and an Examination in Public in March 2011.

Community comment: The many months of delay since many neighbourhood groups carried out a great deal of work and submitted options for the use of sites means that community involvement has not been continuous or effective and not complied with the SCI. Neighbourhood groups will not be geared up to react again in January unless some attempt is made to forewarn them of what is expected in the next stage in January. Can some dialogue/communication be made in October/November 2009? LPA response: Good idea.

Community comment: RFG as one neighbourhood planning group had completed a comprehensive assessment of all development sites in Redcliffe in December 2008. Why had there been no acknowledgement of that work or indication of where the exercise goes next? 

LPA response: Thought that there had been. Apologies if not



	17/09
	CENTRAL AREA ACTION PLAN

The Planning Department is considering giving priority to the Central Area for an action area plan with statutory force. This type of plan is intended for areas that have a significant local issue and/or due for substantial change. The plan area will be extended beyond the present central area to include St Phillips to the east and St Paul’s and the University to the north.

Community involvement in the development of options is currently informally scheduled for June 2010.

Other areas and neighbourhoods e.g. Knowle West will be dealt with through SPD’s

Community comment: Areas that fringe the central area, like St Paul’s are under development pressure to allow tall buildings: will being part of the new action area plan mean that central area uses and tall buildings will extend to those areas? 

LPA response: No, not necessarily. The locations suitable for tall buildings are already covered by SPD1.

Community comment: why not extend the area beyond the Cut south of Redcliffe/ into Southville/ Bedminster? 

LPA response: The extent of the area has still not been finalised. 

Community comment: areas in south Bristol and the “northern fringe” (Lawrence Weston, Southmead) are subject to or need substantial change, so why give priority to the central area?

LPA response: Because of the opportunity for economic development to the benefit of the city.


	18/09
	FUTURE PROGRAMME FOR SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENTS (SPDs)

Beyond the Area Action Plan for the Central Area, it is sufficient for other areas and subjects such as the northern fringe (Lawrence Weston, Southmead, Lockleaze) and other areas of south Bristol to be dealt with via SPD’s.

The work programme will be in two tranches:

Involvement in September 2010 and adoption in February 2011:

Knowle West

Developer Contributions

Housing Mix

Sustainable Construction

Involvement in June 2011 and adoption in November 2011:

Urban Design

Green Infrastructure

Community comment: This policy of SPDs is “déjà vu” following the experience of Redcliffe: 4 years ago the RFG Residents Planning Group was advised by planning officers that an SPD would have sufficient force without going through the statutory process of an Action Area Plan. Now it is suggested that SPDs are for guidance only. What is the logic of having Area Action Plans for some areas of change and SPD’s for others of equal change? 

LPA response: AAPs for more than the Central Area would take too long and too much resource.



	19/09
	NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA PLANS (NAPs)

Sarah O’Driscoll explained that when produced by the community NAPs can be a material consideration in planning decisions but cannot set planning policy and are not part of the Development Framework.

Community comment: There is need to integrate community work on plans with LPA work on plans for area such as Easton and Knowle West. 



	8/09
	BUS RAPID TRANSIT (BRT)

LINE 2 (LONG ASHTON PARK & RIDE EAST TO CITY CENTRE AND TEMPLE MEADS)

Alison Bromilow explained the community involvement arrangements for 21 neighbourhood and user groups along the line. Involvement in this project is late in the process, beyond the type of vehicle, route and general location of stops, and focus on design issues. The period for involvement has been extended in response to community feedback.

LINE 3 (HENGROVE PARK NORTH TO CITY CENTRE AND NORTH TO M32 AND SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE)

David Farnsworth explained the community involvement being planned. This involvement begins with the options for the route and location of stops and frequency. Programme submission to the Department of Transport estimated as March 2010. Involvement in detailed design will follow.

Community comment: Surveys of current travel patterns of patients from Southmead and Frenchay hospital were being carried out, but since both hospitals were being reorganised/redeveloped the survey would seem of little value.  



	
	NEXT MEETINGS

Wednesday November 18th at 17.30 – 19.30 pm, Brunel House reception

Wednesday January 20th 2010 17.30 – 19.30 pm
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